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In 1888 a group of armed and masked Democrats stole a ballot box from a small town in Conway County,
Arkansas. The box contained most of the county’s black Republican votes, thereby assuring defeat for
candidate John Clayton in a close race for the U.S. Congress. Days after he announced he would contest the
election, a volley of buckshot ripped through Clayton’s hotel window, killing him instantly. Thus began a
yet-to-be-solved, century-old mystery.

More than a description of this particular event, however, Who Killed John Clayton? traces patterns of
political violence in this section of the South over a three-decade period. Using vivid courtroom-type detail,
Barnes describes how violence was used to define and control the political system in the post-Reconstruction
South and how this system in turn produced Jim Crow. Although white Unionists and freed blacks had
joined under the banner of the Republican Party and gained the upper hand during Reconstruction, during
these last decades of the nineteenth century conservative elites, first organized as the Ku Klux Klan and then
as the revived Democratic Party, regained power—via such tactics as murdering political opponents,
lynching blacks, and defrauding elections.

This important recounting of the struggle over political power will engage those interested in Southern and
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Nolan:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read will be Who Killed John Clayton?: Political Violence and the Emergence of the New South,
1861-1893.

David Hester:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Who Killed John Clayton?: Political Violence and the Emergence of the New South, 1861-1893 your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Who Killed John Clayton?: Political
Violence and the Emergence of the New South, 1861-1893 giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when
you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Billy Benitez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Who Killed John Clayton?: Political Violence and the Emergence of the
New South, 1861-1893 why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Joseph Rankins:

This Who Killed John Clayton?: Political Violence and the Emergence of the New South, 1861-1893 is great
book for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we
can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful



delivering sentences. Having Who Killed John Clayton?: Political Violence and the Emergence of the New
South, 1861-1893 in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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