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This social history of Iranian carpets traces their production, use, and exchange from the fifteenth century
until World War II, highlighting in particular the carpet boom from 1873 to 1914. Over these five centuries,
the Iranian hand-knotted, piled carpet shifted from an object made primarily for the Islamic Middle East to a
commodity that by the twentieth century constituted Iran's largest nonpetroleum export to the West. The
hand-knotted carpet, according to Helfgott, reveals an intricate record of Iranian society - its economic
development, gender relations, and art history. Beginning with the rugs' early uses among settled peoples,
nomadic pastoralists, and the Iranian court elites, Helfgott traces the changes in carpet manufacture and
Iranian society that ensued when the West began importing carpets as luxury items in the nineteenth century.
He follows the expansion of Mediter-ranean trade in carpets into a global market, linking it to the local
patterns of production in nomadic, village, and urban settings. He also describes the debilitating conditions in
which women and children knotted the carpets and discusses the European fascination with Iranian culture
and, in a case study, the creation of the Iranian art collection at London's Victoria and Albert Museum. Ties
That Bind draws on travelers' reports, British Foreign Office records, missionary diaries and records, and
carpets and acquisition records in major museum collections.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Peterson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Ties that Bind is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Sheila Rocha:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Ties that
Bind suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Ties that Bindis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Beverly McKeever:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time
to be learn. Ties that Bind can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those
short time problems.

Al Fraire:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Ties that Bind provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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