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African Americans and Latinos earn lower grades and drop out of college more often than whites or Asians.
Yet thirty years after deliberate minority recruitment efforts began, we still don't know why. In The Shape of
the River, William Bowen and Derek Bok documented the benefits of affirmative action for minority
students, their communities, and the nation at large. But they also found that too many failed to achieve
academic success. In The Source of the River, Douglas Massey and his colleagues investigate the roots of
minority underperformance in selective colleges and universities. They explain how such factors as
neighborhood, family, peer group, and early schooling influence the academic performance of students from
differing racial and ethnic origins and differing social classes.

Drawing on a major new source of data--the National Longitudinal Survey of Freshmen--the authors
undertake a comprehensive analysis of the diverse pathways by which whites, African Americans, Latinos,
and Asians enter American higher education. Theirs is the first study to document the different
characteristics that students bring to campus and to trace out the influence of these differences on later
academic performance. They show that black and Latino students do not enter college disadvantaged by a
lack of self-esteem. In fact, overconfidence is more common than low self-confidence among some minority
students. Despite this, minority students are adversely affected by racist stereotypes of intellectual inferiority.
Although academic preparation is the strongest predictor of college performance, shortfalls in academic
preparation are themselves largely a matter of socioeconomic disadvantage and racial segregation.

Presenting important new findings, The Source of the River documents the ongoing power of race to shape
the life chances of America's young people, even among the most talented and able.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Source of the River: The Social
Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities to read.

Herman Deans:

The reason why? Because this The Source of the River: The Social Origins of Freshmen at America's
Selective Colleges and Universities is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book
have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kathryn Patterson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Source of the River: The Social Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one
application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Source of the
River: The Social Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities giving you another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Francis Corder:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds



of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The The Source of the River: The Social Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and
Universities will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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