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An environmental History of California during the Gold Rush

Between 1849 and 1874 almost $1 billion in gold was mined in California. With little available capital or
labor, here's how: high-pressure water cannons washed hillsides into sluices that used mercury to trap gold
but let the soil wash away; eventually more than three times the amount of earth moved to make way for the
Panama Canal entered California's rivers, leaving behind twenty tons of mercury every mile—rivers
overflowed their banks and valleys were flooded, the land poisoned. In the rush to wealth, the same chain of
foreseeable consequences reduced California's forests and grasslands.

Not since William Cronon's Nature's Metropolis has a historian so skillfully applied John Muir's
insight—"When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the
universe"—to the telling of the history of the American West. Beautifully told, this is western environmental
history at its finest.
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From reader reviews:

Olive Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Mining California: An Ecological History.

Patricia Coburn:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you this Mining California: An Ecological History book as basic
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Bernetta Smith:

This book untitled Mining California: An Ecological History to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this guide from your list.

Katherine Contreras:

Typically the book Mining California: An Ecological History will bring someone to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Mining California: An Ecological History is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.
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