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Since its initial publication in 1973, Hayden White's Metahistory has remained an essential book for
understanding the nature of historical writing. In this classic work, White argues that a deep structural
content lies beyond the surface level of historical texts. This latent poetic and linguistic content - which
White dubs the "metahistorical element" - essentially serves as a paradigm for what an "appropriate"
historical explanation should be. To support his thesis, White analyzes the complex writing styles of
historians like Michelet, Ranke, Tocqueville, and Burckhardt, and philosophers of history such as Marx,
Hegel, Nietzsche, and Croce. The first work in the history of historiography to concentrate on historical
writing as writing, Metahistory sets out to deprive history of its status as a bedrock of factual truth, to redeem
narrative as the substance of historicality, and to identify the extent to which any distinction between history
and ideology on the basis of the presumed scientificity of the former is spurious. This fortieth-anniversary
edition includes a new preface in which White explains his motivation for writing Metahistory and discusses
how reactions to the book informed his later writing. In a new foreword, Michael S. Roth, a former student
of White's and the current president of Wesleyan University, reflects on the significance of the book across a
broad range of fields, including history, literary theory, and philosophy. This book will be of interest to
anyone-in any discipline-who takes the past as a serious object of study.
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From reader reviews:

James Hubbard:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Metahistory?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Louis Jackson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Metahistory book is readable through you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Metahistory content
conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Metahistory is not loveable
to be your top list reading book?

Stephen Porter:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Metahistory
suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Metahistoryis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Tim Gonzalez:

This Metahistory is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Metahistory in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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