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The presence of African influence and tradition in the Americas has long been recognized in art, music,
language, agriculture, and religion. T. J. Desch Obi explores another cultural continuity that is as old as
eighteenth-century slave settlements in South America and as contemporary as hip-hop culture. In this
thorough survey of the history of African martial arts techniques, Obi maps the translation of numerous
physical combat techniques across three continents and several centuries to illustrate how these practices
evolved over time and are still recognizable in American culture today. Some of these art traditions were part
of African military training while others were for self-defense and spiritual discipline. Grounded in historical
and cultural anthropological methodologies, Obi's investigation traces the influence of well-delineated
African traditions on long-observed but misunderstood African and African American cultural activities in
North America, Brazil, and the Caribbean. He links the Brazilian martial art capoeira to reports of slave
activities recorded in colonial and antebellum North America. Likewise Obi connects images of the kalenda
African stick-fighting techniques to the Haitian Revolution. Throughout the study Obi examines the ties
between physical mastery of these arts and changing perceptions of honor. Including forty-five illustrations,
this rich history of the arrival and dissemination of African martial arts in the Atlantic world offers a new
vantage for furthering our understanding of the powerful influence of enslaved populations on our collective
social history. T. J. Desch Obi received his doctorate in African history from the University of California,
Los Angeles. His research focuses on historical ethnography, which he explores through the lens of African
and African diaspora martial arts. He is currently an assistant professor of African and African diaspora
history at the City University of New York's Baruch College.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Reagan:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Fighting for
Honor: The History of African Martial Art in the Atlantic World (Carolina Lowcountry and the Atlantic
World) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled
Fighting for Honor: The History of African Martial Art in the Atlantic World (Carolina Lowcountry and the
Atlantic World)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world with this book.

Wanda Woods:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Fighting for Honor: The History of African Martial Art in the Atlantic World
(Carolina Lowcountry and the Atlantic World) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Eleanor Gomez:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Fighting for Honor: The History of African Martial Art in
the Atlantic World (Carolina Lowcountry and the Atlantic World) can make you truly feel more interested to
read.

Ronald Dotson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you



know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Fighting for
Honor: The History of African Martial Art in the Atlantic World (Carolina Lowcountry and the Atlantic
World).
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