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On 5 July 1899 Hilda Blake, a 21-year-old maidservant in Brandon, Manitoba, who had come to Canada
from England ten years earlier as an orphan immigrant, shot and killed her mistress. Two days after
Christmas she was hanged, one of the few women in Canadian history to die for her crime.

Blake unintentionally left a remarkable documentary record, ranging from Poorhouse records, courts dockets
of custody and criminal cases in which she was the central figure, popular, journalistic, and professional
assessments of her character, and a poem, 'My Downfall', that she penned in Brandon Gaol while awaiting
execution. To explain why Hilda bought a gun and why she fired it, Kramer and Mitchell employee both
historical and literary techniques. The result is a richly textured story of late Victorian social, cultural, and
political life.

This remarkable book ? part mystery, part historical detective story ? uncovers Hilda Blake's life, from her
origins in Norfolk, England, to her tragic death. It also examines the lives of other principals in the story:
successful Brandon businessman Robert Lane and his wife Mary, the murdered woman; Lane's business
partner, Alexander McIlvride; Police Chief James Kircaldy; A.P. Stewart and his wife, Letitia Singer
Stewart, the family for whom the 12-year-old orphaned Hilda first worked as a domestic servant; Rev. C.C.
McLaurin, the Baptist minister who knew Hilda and counselled the condemned woman in her final days;
social purity activist Dr Amelia Yeomans, who petitioned for clemency; Governor-General Minto, who
urged the Laurier government to stay the execution, even Clifford Sifton, the MP from Brandon, federal
minister of Immigration, and the most powerful western Liberal in the Laurier cabinet, for whom the case
was a potential minefield.

As the authors write, 'We tell a story because only a story can expose the real workings of a culture, and only
a story can express our protest against time.'
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Tuck:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Walk Towards the Gallows: The Tragedy of Hilda Blake,
Hanged 1899 (Canadian Social History Series).

Mary Banks:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Walk Towards the Gallows: The Tragedy of
Hilda Blake, Hanged 1899 (Canadian Social History Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kelly Breedlove:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. Walk Towards the Gallows: The Tragedy of Hilda Blake, Hanged 1899
(Canadian Social History Series) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short
extra time problems.

Jean McCallum:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Walk Towards the Gallows: The Tragedy of
Hilda Blake, Hanged 1899 (Canadian Social History Series) or others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Walk Towards the Gallows: The Tragedy of Hilda Blake,
Hanged 1899 (Canadian Social History Series) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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