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What makes us alive? Is it our DNA? Our genetics? Is it our atomic composition that gives us life?
Somehow, all of this feels radically dissonant from our everyday experience. In Life beyond Molecules and
Genes, experimental biologist Stephen Rothman makes the bold case that it is, in fact, our adaptive abilities,
hewn by evolution, that make us alive. In making this point, he reveals a hidden harmony between science
and life as we live it.

The traditionally accepted understanding of adaptive properties (e.g., the abilities to obtain food, avoid
predators, procreate) has been that these are actions of living things or traits that they express. Rothman
makes the provocative assertion that this foundational element of the modern materialist perspective is
entirely backwards. Our adaptive properties do not exist because we are alive, but rather we are alive because
they exist. The implications of this assertion turn the theory of evolution by natural selection on its head by
revealing that life transcends its material nature.

Students and scholars of the biological sciences as well as those interested in the philosophy of science will
find this work both fascinating and challenging, perhaps even controversial. For centuries, the field of
biology has focused on the seemingly mundane task of identifying and cataloging life's chemical substances,
while ignoring its grand question: "What is it that makes us alive?" With Life beyond Molecules and Genes,
perhaps the field will move a bit closer toward an answer.
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From reader reviews:

James Conner:

This book untitled The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: In Search of Harmony between Life and Science
to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
book from your list.

Carolyn Livingston:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: In Search of Harmony between Life and
Science it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book offers high quality.

Robert Hay:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Life Beyond Molecules
and Genes: In Search of Harmony between Life and Science, you could enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Goldie Oleary:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be study. The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: In Search of Harmony between Life
and Science can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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