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Set in the larger context of the evolution of international human rights, this cogent book examines the tragic
development and ultimate resolution of Latin America's human rights crisis of the 1970s and 1980s. Thomas
Wright focuses especially on state terrorism in Chile under General Augusto Pinochet (1973–1990) and in
Argentina during the Dirty War (1976–1983). The author probes the background of these regimes, the
methodology of state terrorism, and the human rights movements that emerged in urgent response to the
brutality of institutionalized torture, murder, and disappearance. He also discusses the legacies of state
terrorism in the post-dictatorial period, particularly the bitter battle between demands for justice and the
military's claim of impunity. Central to this struggle was the politics of memory as two radically different
versions of the countries' recent history clashed: had the militaries conducted legitimate wars against
subversion or had they exercised terrorism based on a misguided concept of national security?

The book offers a nuanced exploration of the reciprocal relationship between state terrorism and its legacies,
on one hand, and international human rights on the other. When the Chilean and Argentine militaries seized
power, the international human rights lobby was too weak to prevent the massive toll of state terrorism. But
the powerful worldwide response to these regimes ultimately strengthened international human rights
treaties, institutions, and jurisprudence, paving the way for the Rwanda and Yugoslavia genocide tribunals
and the International Criminal Court. Indeed, Chile and Argentina today routinely try and convict former
repressors in their own courts.

This compelling history demonstrates that the experiences of Chile and Argentina contributed to
strengthening the international human rights movement, which in turn gave it the influence to affect the
outcome in these two South American countries. Ironically, the brutal regimes of Chile and Argentina played
the major role in transforming a largely dormant international lobby into a powerful force that today is
capable of bringing major repressors from anywhere in the world to justice. These intertwined themes make
this book important reading not only for Latin Americanists but for students of human rights and of
international relations as well.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Garrison:

Typically the book State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and International Human Rights
(Latin American Silhouettes) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous
to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this
book.

Jeffrey Stampley:

State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and International Human Rights (Latin American
Silhouettes) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into delight arrangement in writing State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and
International Human Rights (Latin American Silhouettes) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Gordon Rollins:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and International Human
Rights (Latin American Silhouettes) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have
those short spare time problems.

Stacie Logan:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and International
Human Rights (Latin American Silhouettes) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book.
That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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