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As long as the human species has existed, men and women have had to contend with the unpredictable forces
of nature. Geographer Barry A. Vann brings a unique perspective to this age-old struggle in this illuminating
overview of human population shifts and their precarious relationship with climate change and geography.

Vann takes us on a journey along the migration routes of the earliest modern humans and tells why our
ancestors chose to settle down in places that can be best described as natural utopias. In the religiously
oriented worldview of ancient peoples, such places took on a sacred aura of divine favor. Similarly,
destructive events such as volcanic eruptions and earthquakes were interpreted as expressions of divine
wrath. Vann shows how the ancient texts of the Bible and the Qur’an offer glimpses of past climates that
were distinctly different from the climate of our time.

He also discusses the rise of technology as a means of controlling the threatening features of the natural
world. Though technology has enabled humanity to cope with hostile climates, it has also created a false
sense of security. Vann notes that population clusters are increasing in dangerous areas and that no
technology can protect vulnerable groups from major-category hurricanes, tornadoes, or earthquakes.

Finally, he considers our current anxieties regarding global warming, pointing out that this focus has
obscured a good deal of historical and geological evidence for a return of another ice age.

The Forces of Nature offers a challenging perspective on the precarious balance between fragile human
communities and their often-threatening environments.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Forces of Nature: Our
Quest to Conquer the Planet. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Anthony Hubbard:

The publication with title Forces of Nature: Our Quest to Conquer the Planet has lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Chad Wright:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer may be Forces of Nature: Our Quest to Conquer the Planet why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Gina Reiter:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Forces of Nature: Our Quest to Conquer the Planet provide you with a new experience in
looking at a book.
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