
Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in
Antebellum New York City (Religion and

American Culture)
Craig D. Townsend

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0231134681
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0231134681
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0231134681


Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum
New York City (Religion and American Culture)

Craig D. Townsend

Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American
Culture) Craig D. Townsend

On a September afternoon in 1853, three African American men from St. Philip's Church walked into the
Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of New York and took their seats among five hundred wealthy and
powerful white church leaders. Ultimately, and with great reluctance, the Convention had acceded to the
men's request: official recognition for St. Philip's, the first African American Episcopal church in New York
City. In Faith in Their Own Color, Craig D. Townsend tells the remarkable story of St. Philip's and its
struggle to create an autonomous and independent church. His work unearths a forgotten chapter in the
history of New York City and African Americans and sheds new light on the ways religious faith can both
reinforce and overcome racial boundaries.

Founded in 1809, St. Philip's had endured a fire; a riot by anti-abolitionists that nearly destroyed the church;
and more than forty years of discrimination by the Episcopalian hierarchy. In contrast to the majority of
African Americans, who were flocking to evangelical denominations, the congregation of St. Philip's sought
to define itself within an overwhelmingly white hierarchical structure. Their efforts reflected the tension
between their desire for self-determination, on the one hand, and acceptance by a white denomination, on the
other.

The history of St. Philip's Church also illustrates the racism and extraordinary difficulties African Americans
confronted in antebellum New York City, where full abolition did not occur until 1827. Townsend describes
the constant and complex negotiation of the divide between black and white New Yorkers. He also recounts
the fascinating stories of historically overlooked individuals who built and fought for St. Philip's, including
Rev. Peter Williams, the second African American ordained in the Episcopal Church; Dr. James McCune
Smith, the first African American to earn an M.D.; pickling magnate Henry Scott; the combative priest
Alexander Crummell; and John Jay II, the grandson of the first chief justice of the Supreme Court and an
ardent abolitionist, who helped secure acceptance of St. Philip's.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Arnold:

Often the book Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and
American Culture) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and
American Culture) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Nellie Nelson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this Faith in
Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture).

Ruth Vigue:

Why? Because this Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion
and American Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having
that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jennifer Stanley:

The book untitled Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion
and American Culture) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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