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Since the Great Migration of the early twentieth century, Chicago has been a cauldron of race relations,
symbolizing the tenacity of discrimination and segregation. But as in other cities with significant populations
of Latinos and Asians, Arabs and Jews, this image belies complex racial dynamics. In Double Cross, Jacalyn
D. Harden provides an essential rethinking of the ways we understand and talk about race, using an
examination of the Japanese American community of Chicago's Far North Side to form an innovative new
framework for looking at race, identity, and political change.

The Japanese American community in Chicago rapidly expanded between 1940 and 1950 in the aftermath of
wartime internment and government relocation programs. Harden tells their story through archival research
and interviews with some of the first Japanese Americans who were relocated to Chicago in the 1940s,
incorporating her own experiences as an African American scholar who has lived in Japan. The result is a
compelling and surprising account of racial interactions, one that clarifies the complex interweaving between
black and Asian lives and reclaims a lost history of solidarity between the two groups.

Moving from the Great Migration to the "great relocation" to gentrification, Harden explores the shared
history of civil rights struggles that firmly links Japanese and African Americans, most importantly the issue
of reparations (for internment during World War II and slavery, respectively). She describes the efforts of
Japanese Americans to "double-cross the color line" by building coalitions across race, age, and class
boundaries, and their vexed position as sometimes "colored," sometimes white (for example, the Japanese
American soldier who was instructed to use the white washrooms at boot camp in Alabama during World
War II, while thousands were being relocated to internment camps).

Double Cross is a major contribution to our thought about race relations, challenging orthodoxy and
shedding new light on the complex identities, conflicting interests, and external forces that have defined the
concept of race in the United States.

Jacalyn D. Harden is assistant professor of anthropology at Seattle University.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Reynolds:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Double Cross: Japanese Americans In Black And White Chicago. Try to
stumble through book Double Cross: Japanese Americans In Black And White Chicago as your friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Nick Peoples:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Double Cross: Japanese Americans In Black And White Chicago as
your daily resource information.

Violet Murray:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
Double Cross: Japanese Americans In Black And White Chicago. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Edward Franco:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Double Cross: Japanese Americans In Black And White Chicago we can consider
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book.
Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Double Cross: Japanese Americans In Black And White Chicago. You can more pleasing than now.
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