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This engaging new study analyzes cinematic treatments of the Middle Ages within a diverse range of popular
and artistic films.

At a time when students have more experience with watching movies than with reading and evaluating
literature and history, Cinematic Illuminations harnesses the power of popular culture to make accessible a
period that often seems forbidding and remote. From The Seventh Seal and The Lion in Winter to Monty
Python and the Holy Grail, the authors examine the ways in which the twentieth century has reimagined
medieval times. Such analysis brings to life for students the literature, poetry, history, and art of the Middle
Ages.

Drawing from current critical approaches to both medieval and film studies, Laurie A. Finke and Martin B.
Shichtman focus on two main issues of historical film. First is the inherent tension between the artifice
required by film to create historical reality and the accuracy central to claims of history. Second are the ways
iconography and filming conventions rewrite our understanding of the historical period portrayed in the film.
In this case, the authors ask, how do contemporary representations of the Middle Ages influence cultural
fantasies about our own time? Their detailed and accessible readings reveal just how strongly medieval
history continues to resonate with modern audiences.

Cinematic Illuminations offers medievalists, literary and cultural theorists, and film theorists and buffs a
fresh approach to understanding how popular culture interprets and makes use of the past through the
medium of film.
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From reader reviews:

Kelsey Dehart:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Cinematic Illuminations: The Middle
Ages on Film will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Brandi Huff:

The experience that you get from Cinematic Illuminations: The Middle Ages on Film is a more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but Cinematic Illuminations: The Middle Ages on Film giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Cinematic
Illuminations: The Middle Ages on Film instantly.

Rebecca Muldoon:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. Cinematic Illuminations: The Middle Ages on Film can be your answer because it can be read by a
person who have those short extra time problems.

James Butler:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Cinematic Illuminations: The Middle
Ages on Film is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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