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Shallow water marine molluscan faunas are distributed in a pattern of distinct, geographically definable
areas. This makes mollusks ideal for studying the distribution of organisms in the marine environment and
the processes and patterns that control their evolution. Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic
Mollusks is the first book to use quantitative methodologies to define marine molluscan biogeographical
patterns. It traces the historical development of these patterns for the subtropical and tropical western
Atlantic. The book discusses the multistage process of evolving new taxa caused by eustatic fluctuations,
ecological stress, and evolutionary selection.

Drawing on his decades of intensive field work, the author defines three western Atlantic molluscan
provinces and 15 subprovinces based on his Provincial Combined Index, a modern refinement of Valentine’s
50% rule. The faunal provinces—Carolinian, Caribbean, and Brazilian—are discussed in detail. The text
defines the physical aspects of the provinces using quantitative data, with water temperature as the primary
parameter. It discusses the details of the 15 subprovinces—geographically definable faunal subdivisions—as
well as provinciatones, transition zones of provincial overlap.

The author’s algorithms demonstrate that the bulk of the molluscan biodiversity is concentrated in 40
separate centers of speciation, ranging from Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, south to Argentina. Many of
these evolutionary hotspots reside on remote archipelagos and offshore banks as well as within areas of
provincial overlap. The text describes some of the more exotic and poorly known areas and presents maps
and color photographs of characteristic habitats, index species, and live animals, including over 400 species
of rare and seldom seen shells.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Floyd:

Often the book Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic Mollusks will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western
Atlantic Mollusks is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Randy Garrison:

The e-book with title Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic Mollusks contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Stuart Perez:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western
Atlantic Mollusks can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Judy Williams:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic
Mollusks was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Biogeography and
Biodiversity of Western Atlantic Mollusks has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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