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As scandalous as any modern-day celebrity murder trial, the “Giroux affair” was a maelstrom of intrigue,
encompassing daggers, poison, adultery, archenemies, servants, royalty, and legal proceedings that reached
the pinnacle of seventeenth-century French society. In 1638 Philippe Giroux, a judge in the highest royal
court of Burgundy, allegedly murdered his equally powerful cousin, Pierre Baillet, and Baillet’s valet,
Philibert Neugot. The murders were all the more shocking because they were surrounded by accusations
(particularly that Giroux had been carrying on a passionate affair with Baillet’s wife), conspiracy theories
(including allegations that Giroux tried to poison his mother-in-law), and unexplained deaths (Giroux’s wife
and her physician died under suspicious circumstances). The trial lasted from 1639 until 1643 and came to
involve many of the most distinguished and influential men in France, among them the prince of Condé,
Henri II Bourbon; the prime minister, Cardinal Richelieu; and King Louis XIII.

James R. Farr reveals the Giroux affair not only as a riveting murder mystery but also as an illuminating
point of entry into the dynamics of power, justice, and law in seventeenth-century France. Drawing on the
voluminous trial records, Farr uses Giroux’s experience in the court system to trace the mechanisms of
power—both the formal power vested by law in judicial officials and the informal power exerted by the
nobility through patron-client relationships. He does not take a position on Giroux’s guilt or innocence.
Instead, he allows readers to draw their own conclusions about who did what to whom on that ill-fated
evening in 1638.
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From reader reviews:

George Gomez:

Inside other case, little people like to read book A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and Power in Seventeenth-
Century France. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important any book A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and Power in Seventeenth-Century France. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open
a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's study.

Derick Heinz:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and
Power in Seventeenth-Century France to read.

Douglas Johnson:

The particular book A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and Power in Seventeenth-Century France will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book A Tale of Two
Murders: Passion and Power in Seventeenth-Century France is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Sheila Collins:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and
Power in Seventeenth-Century France to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and read it. Beside that the guide A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and Power in Seventeenth-Century
France can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of their time.
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