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Were America's Founders Christians or deists? Conservatives and secularists have taken each position
respectively, mustering evidence to insist just how tall the wall separating church and state should be. Now
Gregg Frazer puts their arguments to rest in the first comprehensive analysis of the Founders' beliefs as they
themselves expressed them-showing that today's political right and left are both wrong.

Going beyond church attendance or public pronouncements made for political ends, Frazer scrutinizes the
Founders' candid declarations regarding religion found in their private writings. Distilling decades of
research, he contends that these men were neither Christian nor deist but rather adherents of a system he
labels "theistic rationalism," a hybrid belief system that combined elements of natural religion,
Protestantism, and reason-with reason the decisive element.

Frazer explains how this theological middle ground developed, what its core beliefs were, and how they were
reflected in the thought of eight Founders: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, James
Wilson, Gouverneur Morris, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and George Washington. He argues
convincingly that Congregationalist Adams is the clearest example of theistic rationalism; that presumed
deists Jefferson and Franklin are less secular than supposed; and that even the famously taciturn Washington
adheres to this theology. He also shows that the Founders held genuinely religious beliefs that aligned with
morality, republican government, natural rights, science, and progress.

Frazer's careful explication helps readers better understand the case for revolutionary recruitment, the
religious references in the Declaration of Independence, and the religious elements-and lack thereof-in the
Constitution. He also reveals how influential clergymen, backing their theology of theistic rationalism with
reinterpreted Scripture, preached and published liberal democratic theory to justify rebellion.



Deftly blending history, religion, and political thought, Frazer succeeds in showing that the American
experiment was neither a wholly secular venture nor an attempt to create a Christian nation founded on
biblical principles. By showcasing the actual approach taken by these key Founders, he suggests a viable
solution to the twenty-first-century standoff over the relationship between church and state-and challenges
partisans on both sides to articulate their visions for America on their own merits without holding the
Founders hostage to positions they never held.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Zimmerman:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders: Reason,
Revelation, and Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this
open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Rosemary Taylor:

Here thing why this specific The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders: Reason, Revelation, and
Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders: Reason, Revelation, and
Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with The Religious
Beliefs of America's Founders: Reason, Revelation, and Revolution (American Political Thought (University
Press of Kansas)). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders: Reason, Revelation, and
Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) in e-book can be your substitute.

Rita Lattimore:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders: Reason, Revelation, and
Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) can make you sense more interested
to read.

Rick Beard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question



was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Religious Beliefs of America's
Founders: Reason, Revelation, and Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)).
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