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What role have experiments played, and should they play, in physics? How does one come to believe
rationally in experimental results? The Neglect of Experiment attempts to provide answers to both of these
questions. Professor Franklin's approach combines the detailed study of four episodes in the history of
twentieth century physics with an examination of some of the philosophical issues involved. The episodes
are the discovery of parity nonconservation ( or the violation of mirror symmetry) in the 1950s; the
nondiscovery of parity nonconservation in the 1930s, when the results of experiments indicated, at least in
retrospect, the symmetry violation, but the significance of those results was not realized; the discovery and
acceptance of CP ( combined parity-charge conjugations, paricle-antiparticle) symmetry; and Millikan's oil-
drop experiment. Franklin examines the various roles that experiment plays, including its role in deciding
between competing theories, confirming theories, and calling fo new theories. The author argues that one can
provide a philosophical justification for these roles. He contends that if experiment plays such important
roles, then one must have good reason to believe in experimental results. He then deals with deveral
problems concerning such reslults, including the epistemology of experiment, how one comes to believe
rationally in experimental results, the question of the influence of theoretical presuppositions on results, and
the problem of scientific fruad. This original and important contribution to the study of the philosophy of
experimental science is an outgrowth of many years of research. Franklin brings to this work more than a
decade of experience as an experimental high-energy physicist, along with his significant contributions to the
history and philosophy of science.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

The book The Neglect of Experiment make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Neglect of Experiment to get your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a reserve The Neglect of
Experiment. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Gary Stark:

This The Neglect of Experiment is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Neglect of
Experiment in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Alma Miranda:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Neglect of Experiment is simple to
bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

John Bullard:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Neglect of Experiment as well
as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Neglect of Experiment to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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