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The Indian subcontinent has been a land of immigrants for thousands of years: waves of migration from
Persia, Central Asia, Mongolia, the Middle East and Greece have helped create India’s exceptionally diverse
cultural mix. In the centuries before the British Raj, when the Mughals were the preeminent power in the
subcontinent, a wide array of migrants known as ‘firangis’ made India their home. In this book, Jonathan Gil
Harris, a twenty-first-century firangi, tells their stories.
These gripping accounts are of healers, soldiers, artists, ascetics, thieves, pirates and courtesans who were
not powerful or privileged. Often they were escaping poverty or religious persecution; many were brought
here as slaves; others simply followed their spirit of adventure. Some of these migrants were absorbed into
the military. Others fell in with religious communities—the Catholics of Rachol, the underground Jews of
Goa, the fakirs of Ajmer, the Sufis of Delhi. Healers from Portugal and Italy adapted their medical practice
in accordance with local traditions. Gifted artisans from Europe joined Akbar’s and Jahangir’s royal ateliers,
and helped create enduring works of art. And though almost invisible within the archival record, some
migrant women such as the Armenian Bibi Juliana and the Portuguese Juliana Dias da Costa found a home in
royal Mughal harems.
Jonathan Gil Harris uses his own experience of becoming Indian through the process of acclimatizing to the
country’s culture, customs, weather, food, clothes and customs to bring the stories of these shadowy figures
to vivid life.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

The book THE FIRST FIRANGIS:Remarkable Stories of Heroes, Healers, Charlatans, Courtesans & other
Foreigners who Became Indian can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book THE FIRST
FIRANGIS:Remarkable Stories of Heroes, Healers, Charlatans, Courtesans & other Foreigners who Became
Indian? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book THE
FIRST FIRANGIS:Remarkable Stories of Heroes, Healers, Charlatans, Courtesans & other Foreigners who
Became Indian has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kim Romero:

This THE FIRST FIRANGIS:Remarkable Stories of Heroes, Healers, Charlatans, Courtesans & other
Foreigners who Became Indian book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific THE
FIRST FIRANGIS:Remarkable Stories of Heroes, Healers, Charlatans, Courtesans & other Foreigners who
Became Indian without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't become worry THE FIRST FIRANGIS:Remarkable Stories of Heroes, Healers, Charlatans,
Courtesans & other Foreigners who Became Indian can bring when you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This
THE FIRST FIRANGIS:Remarkable Stories of Heroes, Healers, Charlatans, Courtesans & other Foreigners
who Became Indian having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Charles Whittaker:

The guide untitled THE FIRST FIRANGIS:Remarkable Stories of Heroes, Healers, Charlatans, Courtesans
& other Foreigners who Became Indian is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of THE FIRST FIRANGIS:Remarkable Stories of Heroes, Healers, Charlatans,
Courtesans & other Foreigners who Became Indian from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.



Robert Rascoe:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this THE FIRST FIRANGIS:Remarkable
Stories of Heroes, Healers, Charlatans, Courtesans & other Foreigners who Became Indian book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still question THE FIRST FIRANGIS:Remarkable Stories of Heroes, Healers,
Charlatans, Courtesans & other Foreigners who Became Indian as good book not simply by the cover but
also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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