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One of the great American metropolises, Chicago rises out of the prairie in the heart of the country, buffeted
by winds coming off the plains and cooled by the waters of the inland sea of Lake Michigan. Chicago is a
city of size and mass, the cradle of modern architecture, the freight hub of the nation, a city built on
slaughterhouses and cacophonous financial trading tempered by some of the finest cultural institutions in the
world. While many histories have been written of the city, none can claim the scope and breadth of the long-
awaited Encyclopedia of Chicago.

Developed by the Newberry Library with the cooperation of the Chicago Historical Society, The
Encyclopedia of Chicago is the definitive historical reference on metropolitan Chicago. More than a decade
in the making, the Encyclopedia brings together hundreds of historians, journalists, and experts on
everything from airlines to Zoroastrians to explore all aspects of the rich world of Chicagoland, from its
geological prehistory to the present.

The main alphabetical section of the Encyclopedia, comprising more than 1,400 entries, covers the full range
of Chicago's neighborhoods, suburbs, and ethnic groups, as well as the city's cultural institutions, technology
and science, architecture, religions, immigration, transportation, business history, labor, music, health and
medicine, and hundreds of other topics. The Encyclopedia has the widest geographical reach of any city
encyclopedia of its kind, encompassing eight of the region's counties, including suburbs. Nearly 400
thumbnail maps pinpoint Chicago neighborhoods and suburban municipalities; these maps are
complemented by hundreds of black-and-white and color photographs and thematic maps that bring the
history of metropolitan Chicago to life. Additionally, contributors have provided lengthy interpretive
essays—woven into the alphabetical section but set off graphically—that take a long view of such topics as
the built environment, literary images of Chicago, and the city's often legendary and passionate sports
culture.

The Encyclopedia also offers a comprehensive biographical dictionary of more than 2,000 individuals
important to Chicago history and a detailed listing of approximately 250 of the city's historically significant
business enterprises. A color insert features a timeline of Chicago history and photo essays exploring nine
pivotal years in this history.

The Encyclopedia of Chicago is one of the most significant historical projects undertaken in the last twenty
years, and it has everything in it to engage the most curious historian as well as settle the most boisterous
barroom dispute. If you think you know how Chicago got its name, if you have always wondered how the
Chicago Fire actually started and how it spread, if you have ever marveled at the Sears Tower or the reversal
of the Chicago River—if you have affection, admiration, and appreciation for this City of the Big Shoulders,
this Wild Onion, this Urbs in Horto, then The Encyclopedia of Chicago is for you.
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From reader reviews:

Gabrielle Oneal:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Encyclopedia of Chicago will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Lester Magno:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Encyclopedia of Chicago e-book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Encyclopedia of Chicago as good book not
merely by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its
protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Theresa Nash:

This The Encyclopedia of Chicago is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information
for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Encyclopedia of Chicago in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Danica Johnson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Encyclopedia of Chicago can make you
sense more interested to read.
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