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Will democracy figure prominently in China's future? If so, what kind of democracy? In this insightful and
thought-provoking book, David Hall and Roger Ames explore such questions and, in the course of answering
them, look to the ideas of John Dewey and Confucius.

Those most sanguine about the future of Chinese-Western relations presume that a modernized China will be
essentially westernized as well. They believe that in order to enter the family of nations China must be
transformed into a liberal democracy, complete with free enterprise capitalism and rational technologies.
Only in this manner, so this argument goes, can there be hope for increased rights and freedoms for the
individual Chinese.

Contrary to this view, the authors argue that it is a mistake to equate modernization with westernization and
to believe that individualist, rights-based democracy and its economic and technological accouterments are
inevitable consequences of civilized development. Modernity, the authors claim, far from being a universal
expression of the human spirit, is a peculiarly Western invention which must be adapted significantly if it is
to be useful in a Chinese environment.

In The Democracy of the Dead, Hall and Ames argue for the viability of the traditional Chinese cultural
sensibility and claim that the China which may well come to dominate the global culture of the twenty-first
century will not be a society of increasingly rugged individuals, nor will it be the Netscaped, McDonaldized
Theme Park of which Western entrepreneurs have begun to dream. Rather, China is likely to maintain far
more of its traditional character than most now suspect possible, and will, therefore, enter the modernworld
largely on its own terms.

Hall and Ames argue that accommodating the legitimate desires of the Chinese people will require the
promotion of a communitarian form of democracy seriously at odds with the liberal democratic model which
dominates Western democracies. This will best be accomplished by appealing to the communitarian strain of
thought within our own tradition. To this end the authors offer John Dewey's theory of democracy, that of the
"communicating community", as the vision which is best suited to engage the realities of Chinese social
practice and to promote the realization of a Confucian democracy in China.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Baker:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Democracy of the Dead:
Dewey, Confucius, and the Hope for Democracy in China will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or suited book with you?

Calvin Lee:

This The Democracy of the Dead: Dewey, Confucius, and the Hope for Democracy in China usually are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The Democracy of
the Dead: Dewey, Confucius, and the Hope for Democracy in China can be one of several great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The
Democracy of the Dead: Dewey, Confucius, and the Hope for Democracy in China forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Willie Navarro:

The reserve with title The Democracy of the Dead: Dewey, Confucius, and the Hope for Democracy in
China has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind
of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Deborah Young:

This The Democracy of the Dead: Dewey, Confucius, and the Hope for Democracy in China is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great
manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Democracy of the Dead: Dewey, Confucius,
and the Hope for Democracy in China in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not



ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt that?
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