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Along a tiny spring in a narrow canyon near Death Valley, seemingly against all odds, an Inyo Mountain
slender salamander makes its home. "The desert," writes conservation biologist Christopher Norment, "is
defined by the absence of water, and yet in the desert there is water enough, if you live properly." Relicts of a
Beautiful Sea explores the existence of rare, unexpected, and sublime desert creatures such as the black toad
and four pupfishes unique to the desert West. All are anomalies: amphibians and fish, dependent upon
aquatic habitats, yet living in one of the driest places on earth, where precipitation averages less than four
inches per year. In this climate of extremes, beset by conflicts over water rights, each species illustrates the
work of natural selection and the importance of conservation. This is also a story of persistence--for as much
as ten million years--amid the changing landscape of western North America. By telling the story of these
creatures, Norment illustrates the beauty of evolution and explores ethical and practical issues of
conservation: what is a four-inch-long salamander worth, hidden away in the heat-blasted canyons of the
Inyo Mountains, and what would the cost of its extinction be? What is any lonely and besieged species
worth, and why should we care?
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From reader reviews:

Michael Scott:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Relicts of a Beautiful Sea: Survival, Extinction, and Conservation in a Desert World, it is possible
to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a reserve.

Marlon Duenas:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Relicts of a Beautiful Sea: Survival, Extinction, and
Conservation in a Desert World it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Eric Sanders:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to
the library. They go to generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is
not important, boring as well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is
very important for you. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Relicts of a Beautiful Sea: Survival, Extinction,
and Conservation in a Desert World can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Henry Jones:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From



media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Relicts of a Beautiful Sea: Survival, Extinction, and Conservation in a Desert World when
you desired it?
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