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In selecting my adventurers, I have had to find limits. The first has been to confine my selection to men and
women who are (at least loosely) British and, even then, service and adoption have sometimes, as with
Krystyna Skarbeka, taken the place of birth, and I have chosen to ignore such things as competing national
claims for Tenzing Norgay. The second limit that I have set myself is generally to exclude heroic adventurers
in battle, simply because there is (rightly), so much already written about them, but I have found place for
certain (representative) secret agents of the Second World War, whose acts (in voluntary service, beyond the
call of simple duty), surely took them out of the arena of straightforward battle and into the realm of the most
individual and courageous adventure. The result of these decisions remains to be judged but the overall
objective has been to renew interest in the lives of some of our real heroes and heroines, as representative of
the many others that there are; in an age in which contemporary sporting and pop art ‘heroes’ dominate the
news and provide the only readily evident ‘inspiration’, and also an age in which addiction to the computer
screen nearly robs the young of memories and dreams of high adventure; of which ripping yarns are born.

The third limit is a limit of time: this speaks for itself; otherwise how would Drake and Raleigh, Clive of
India, General Woolf and Captain Cook not have found their places? There have to be such limits. The final
limit has been to exclude those who are widely famed already: what more is there to say of General Gordon
or Dr David Livingstone of Captain Robert Falcon Scott and Captain Laurence Oates; even though what has
been said should often be repeated? Moreover, although Sir Edmund Hillary is acknowledged as the first
conqueror of Mount Everest; Tenzing Norgay was there with him and what of George Mallory who, some
time before had died, either going up or coming down?

To those who might accuse me of having been obscure, I just plead that my purpose has been to bring back
into ready remembrance certain men and women, not widely ?fêted now, who had great impact upon the
accrual of knowledge of: other peoples, their customs and their countries; or who have striven, often against
various obstacles (including the odds), to promote exploration and, sometimes, even to preserve life and
liberty for others. To the erudite, who might say that I shed little new light and that the coverage is uneven, I
plead, in mitigation of sentence, that my principal purpose has been to remind of worthy lives that might still
stir our blood; and to bring them together, as representative of our adventurous people, in one handy volume.

James Brooke, Rajah of Sarawak 1803-1868

Mary Seacole 1805-1881
Richard and John Lander 1804-1834; 1806-1839
Jane Digby 1807-1881
General Sir James Abbott 1807-1896
Colonel John Peard 1811-1880
John William Colenso, 1st Anglican Bishop of Natal 1814-1883
Sir Richard Burton 1821-1890 and John Hanning Speke 1827-1854
Emily Hobhouse 1860-1926
Mary Kingsley 1862-1900
Sir Francis Younghusband 1863-1942
Colonel Percy Fawcett 1867-1925 and, in his wake, Peter Fleming OBE 1907-1971



Cecil Henry Meares 1877-1937
George Mallory 1886-1924 and Andrew Irvine 1902-1924
Dame Freya Stark 1893-1993
Sir Francis Chichester 1901-1972
Gladys May Aylward 1902-1970
Amy Johnson 1902-1941
Krystyna Skarbek-Granville GM, OBE, Croix de Guerre Avec Palmes, born ca. 1908-1952
Sir Fitzroy Hew Royle Maclean 1911-1996
Tenzing Norgay GM 1914-1986
Violette Szabo GC, MBE 1921-1945

The Present and the Future
[Colonel John Blashford-Snell b. 1936
Sir Ranulf Fiennes b. 1944
Alan Hinkes b. 1954
Adrian Hayes (45)
Kenton Cool b. 1973
Dame Ellen MacArthur b. 1976
Rebecca Stephens b. 1982
Xanadu and William Dalrymple] 
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

The event that you get from Great British Adventurers is a more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Great British Adventurers giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this specific Great British Adventurers instantly.

William Watts:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Great British
Adventurers.

Dustin Singh:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Great British Adventurers can give you a lot of
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Great British Adventurers.

Dennis Jenkins:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Great British Adventurers or others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-
book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Great British Adventurers to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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