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This book offers a critical reinterpretation of male violence, patriarchy, and machismo in rural Latin
America. It focuses on the lives of lower-class men and women, known as sertanejo/as, in the hinterlands of
the northeastern Brazilian province of Ceará between 1845 and 1889. Challenging the widely accepted
depiction of sertanejos as conditioned to violence by nature, culture, and climate, Santos argues that their
concern with maintaining an honorable manly reputation and the use of violence were historically contingent
strategies employed to resolve conflicts over scant resources and to establish power over women and other
men. She also traces a shift in the functioning of patriarchy that coincided with changes in the material
fortunes of sertanejo families. As economic dislocation, environmental calamity, and family separation led
to greater female autonomy and an erosion of patriarchal authority in the home, public—and often
violent—enforcement of male power maintained patriarchal order in these communities.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Settles:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Cleansing Honor with Blood: Masculinity, Violence, and
Power in the Backlands of Northeast Brazil, 1845-1889. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Cleansing Honor with Blood: Masculinity,
Violence, and Power in the Backlands of Northeast Brazil, 1845-1889. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Irving Brehm:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Cleansing Honor with Blood:
Masculinity, Violence, and Power in the Backlands of Northeast Brazil, 1845-1889. All type of book are you
able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Robert Robertson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Cleansing Honor with Blood:
Masculinity, Violence, and Power in the Backlands of Northeast Brazil, 1845-1889 book as nice and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Gladys Jackson:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Cleansing Honor with Blood: Masculinity, Violence, and Power in the Backlands of Northeast Brazil, 1845-
1889 provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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