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Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave explores the diverse strategies employed by Southern slaveholders to
keep their slaves under control—from threats of sale, shackles, screw box, or treadmill, to a peck of corn a
week, a dram of whiskey, a pound of tobacco, the bribe of freedom, and the promise of heaven. It explores
also the counterdefensive strategies employed by the slaves to resist control—among them, arson, theft,
poison, subterfuge, murder, escape, and rebellion.

Norrece Jones, himself a descendent of South Carolina slaves, has written a powerful book based on
intensive research in the archives of antebellum South Carolina. He has studied slave testimony, legal
records, folklore, spirituals, autobiographies of whites and blacks, newspaper accounts, church records, and
many other sources. He challenges views of slavery as an interdependent paternalistic system; he sees it
instead as a harsh and unceasing conflict, with most slaves refusing to accept their masters’ dictates and most
slave owners struggling to keep slaves servile and devoted.

Means of control were both subtle and brutal. For example, there were festive holidays and gifts of liquor but
also sadistic punishment: recalcitrant slaves—men and women alike— were staked to the ground or trussed
from rafters with “nigger cord” to be whipped; some were branded; others were hanged or torched. Many of
the same masters who provided a sick room for slaves also maintained a private jail.

But of all the means of control, the most sinister and the most effective was the threat of sale and separation
from family. Troublemakers were routinely sold. The weak, the sick, the malingering, the disobedient, the
impudent, the “incorrigible” were disposed of on the block. Slaves often aided and abetted runaways,
although some, in hope of favor, were informants—every antebellum conspiracy in South Carolina was
betrayed. Yet self-respect and pride survived nonetheless. “You no holy,” slaves told one mistress, “We
holy.”
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

The guide untitled Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave: Mechanisms of Control and Strategies of
Resistance in Antebellum South Carolina is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get
the e-book of Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave: Mechanisms of Control and Strategies of Resistance in
Antebellum South Carolina from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Katherine Lee:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave: Mechanisms of Control and
Strategies of Resistance in Antebellum South Carolina why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

John Lockett:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you is Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave: Mechanisms of Control and Strategies of
Resistance in Antebellum South Carolina this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That is
why this book ideal all of you.

Bruce Jackson:

This Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave: Mechanisms of Control and Strategies of Resistance in
Antebellum South Carolina is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having bit of digest in reading this Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave: Mechanisms of Control
and Strategies of Resistance in Antebellum South Carolina can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form and



that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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