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Over half of all American Jewish children are being raised by intermarried parents. This demographic group

will have a tremendous impact on American Judaism as it is lived and practiced in the coming decades. To

date, however, in both academic studies about Judaism and in the popular imagination, such children and

their parents remain marginal.  

Jennifer A. Thompson takes a different approach. In Jewish on Their Own Terms, she tells the stories of

intermarried couples, the rabbis and other Jewish educators who work with them, and the conflicting public

conversations about intermarriage among American Jews. Thompson notes that in the dominant Jewish

cultural narrative, intermarriage symbolizes individualism and assimilation. Talking about intermarriage

allows American Jews to discuss their anxieties about remaining distinctively Jewish despite their success in

assimilating into American culture.

In contrast, Thompson uses ethnography to describe the compelling concerns of all of these parties and

places their anxieties firmly within the context of American religious culture and morality. She explains how

American and traditional Jewish gender roles converge to put non-Jewish women in charge of raising Jewish

children. Interfaith couples are like other Americans in often harboring contradictory notions of individual

autonomy, universal religious truths, and obligations to family and history.

Focusing on the lived experiences of these families, Jewish on Their Own Terms provides a complex and

insightful portrait of intermarried couples and the new forms of American Judaism that they are constructing.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Vancleave:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This Jewish on Their Own Terms: How Intermarried Couples are
Changing American Judaism is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Barbara Jackson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Jewish on Their Own Terms: How Intermarried Couples are Changing American Judaism, you could tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a publication.

Corinne Schlegel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Jewish on Their Own Terms: How Intermarried
Couples are Changing American Judaism reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Jewish
on Their Own Terms: How Intermarried Couples are Changing American Judaism as good book not simply
by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Beverlee Guthrie:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this Jewish on Their Own Terms: How Intermarried Couples are Changing
American Judaism can make you experience more interested to read.
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