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Imagine a dreamland where roasted pigs wander about with knives in their backs to make carving easy,
where grilled geese fly directly into one's mouth, where cooked fish jump out of the water and land at one's
feet. The weather is always mild, the wine flows freely, sex is readily available, and all people enjoy eternal
youth.

Such is Cockaigne. Portrayed in legend, oral history, and art, this imaginary land became the most pervasive
collective dream of medieval times-an earthly paradise that served to counter the suffering and frustration of
daily existence and to allay anxieties about an increasingly elusive heavenly paradise.

Illustrated with extraordinary artwork from the Middle Ages, Herman Pleij's Dreaming of Cockaigne is a
spirited account of this lost paradise and the world that brought it to life. Pleij takes three important texts as
his starting points for an inspired of the panorama of ideas, dreams, popular religion, and literary and artistic
creation present in the late Middle Ages. What emerges is a well-defined picture of the era, furnished with a
wealth of detail from all of Europe, as well as Asia and America.

Pleij draws upon his thorough knowledge of medieval European literature, art, history, and folklore to
describe the fantasies that fed the tales of Cockaigne and their connections to the central obsessions of
medieval life.
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From reader reviews:

Salina Juarez:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life book is readable by
simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
associated with Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life content conveys prospect
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life
is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Gladys Jackson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Dreaming of Cockaigne: Medieval
Fantasies of the Perfect Life e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Dreaming of
Cockaigne: Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life as good book not simply by the cover but also through the
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Nancy Maxfield:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Dreaming of Cockaigne:
Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Gary Askew:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dreaming of Cockaigne:
Medieval Fantasies of the Perfect Life can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these publications have than the others?
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