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Citizen science enlists members of the public to make and record useful observations, such as counting birds
in their backyards, watching for the first budding leaf in spring, or measuring local snowfall. The large
numbers of volunteers who participate in projects such as Project FeederWatch or Project BudBurst collect
valuable research data, which, when pooled together, create an enormous body of scientific data on a vast
geographic scale. In return, such projects aim to increase participants' connections to science, place, and
nature, while supporting science literacy and environmental stewardship. In Citizen Science, experts from a
variety of disciplines-including scientists and education specialists working at the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, where many large citizen science programs use birds as proxies for biodiversity-share their
experiences of creating and implementing successful citizen science projects, primarily those that use
massive data sets gathered by citizen scientists to better understand the impact of environmental change.

This first and foundational book for this developing field of inquiry addresses basic aspects of how to
conduct citizen science projects, including goal-setting, program design, and evaluation, as well as the
nuances of creating a robust digital infrastructure and recruiting a large participant base through
communications and marketing. An overview of the types of research approaches and techniques
demonstrates how to make use of large data sets arising from citizen science projects. A final section focuses
on citizen science's impacts and its broad connections to understanding the human dimensions and
educational aspects of participation. Citizen Science teaches teams of program developers and researchers
how to cross the bridge from success at public engagement to using citizen science data to understand
patterns and trends or to test hypotheses about how ecological processes respond to change at large
geographic scales. Intended as a resource for a broad audience of experts and practitioners in natural
sciences, information science, and social sciences, this book can be used to better understand how to improve
existing programs, develop new ones, and make better use of the data resources that have accumulated from
citizen science efforts. Its focus on harnessing the impact of "crowdsourcing" for scientific and educational
endeavors is applicable to a wide range of fields, especially those that touch on the importance of massive
collaboration aimed at understanding and conserving what we can of the natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Gardner:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Citizen
Science: Public Participation in Environmental Research, you could tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Often the book Citizen Science: Public Participation in Environmental Research has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Jimmy Stone:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Citizen Science: Public Participation
in Environmental Research, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

Rocky Melvin:

This Citizen Science: Public Participation in Environmental Research is brand new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Citizen
Science: Public Participation in Environmental Research can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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