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With his trademark goatee, dark glasses, and hat, Thelonious Monk is an image of coolness. Jazz fans revere
Monk for his groundbreaking compositions and piano playing from the 1950s and 1960s, but to a wider
audience he stands for something much bigger: the idea of native genius; a quirky, absent-minded, unalloyed
originality that is the perfect symbol of the undefinable essence of jazz. The man behind the mystique is now
more interesting and edifying, thanks to extraordinary, unprecedented access to Monk's closest friends and
family, his private papers, and hours of audiotapes of Monk himself. Monk's musical and cultural education
blended together the key strands of African-American music traditions: from church hymns, to ecstatic
stomping and call-and-response, to the blues. When he put it together with the Kansas City and New York
dancehall music of swing, he reached a cultural apex unlike anyone before or after him. A husband and
father, Monk moved in with an aristocratic Dutch hipster known as 'the Jazz Baroness,' a key, strange patron
of modern jazz. He continued to compose subtle, deceptively simple-sounding classics, while descending
into depression and erratic behaviour. A once-energetic, joking, handsome young man grew into a tortured
artist, and the Monk mystique took hold. Now Kelly reveals that this talented musician was in fact a much
more complex and interesting figure than his image would suggest. A fascinating biography, not just for
Monk and jazz fans, but for those interested in the fragile spirit of human nature.
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times
of an American Original will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Travis Ralls:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Thelonious Monk: The Life
and Times of an American Original book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

James Goldman:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Thelonious Monk: The Life and
Times of an American Original is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Doris Cobb:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an American Original.
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