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Terry Castle's recent study of masquerade follows Bakhtin's analysis of the carnivalesque to conclude that,
for women, masquerade offered exciting possibilities for social and sexual freedom. Castle's interpretation
conforms to the fears expressed by male writers during the period—Addison, Steele, and Fielding all insisted
that masquerade allowed women to usurp the privileges of men. Female authors, however, often mistrusted
these claims, perceiving that masquerade's apparent freedoms were frequently nothing more than
sophisticated forms of oppression.

Catherine Craft-Fairchild's work provides a useful corrective to Castle's treatment of masquerade. She argues
that, in fictions by Aphra Behn, Mary Davys, Eliza Haywood, Elizabeth Inchbald, and Frances Burney,
masquerade is double-sided. It is represented in some cases as a disempowering capitulation to patriarchal
strictures that posit female subordination. Often within the same text, however, masquerade is also depicted
as an empowering defiance of the dominant norms for female behavior. Heroines who attempt to separate
themselves from the image of womanhood they consciously construct escape victimization. In both cases,
masquerade is the condition of femininity: gender in the woman's novel is constructed rather than essential.

Craft-Fairchild examines the guises in which womanhood appears, analyzing the ways in which women
writers both construct and deconstruct eighteenth-century cultural conceptions of femininity. She offers a
careful and engaging textual analysis of both canonical and noncanonical eighteenth-century texts, thereby
setting lesser-read fictions into a critical dialogue with more widely known novels. Detailed readings are
informed throughout by the ideas of current feminist theorists, including Luce Irigaray, Julia Kristeva, Mary
Ann Doane, and Kaja Silverman. Instead of assuming that fictions about women were based on biological
fact, Craft-Fairchild stresses the opposite: the domestic novel itself constructs the domestic woman.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
Masquerade and Gender: Disguise and Female Identity in Eighteenth-Century Fictions by Women? Maybe it
is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

James Lightle:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Masquerade and
Gender: Disguise and Female Identity in Eighteenth-Century Fictions by Women suitable to you? The
particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Masquerade and
Gender: Disguise and Female Identity in Eighteenth-Century Fictions by Womenis the main one of several
books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Christine Mata:

Often the book Masquerade and Gender: Disguise and Female Identity in Eighteenth-Century Fictions by
Women will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Masquerade and
Gender: Disguise and Female Identity in Eighteenth-Century Fictions by Women is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Marjorie Ishee:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among
the books in the top record in your reading list is Masquerade and Gender: Disguise and Female Identity in
Eighteenth-Century Fictions by Women. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer
in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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