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The Declaration of Independence proclaimed freedom for Americans from the domination of Great Britain,
yet for millions of African Americas caught up in a brutal system of racially based slavery, freedom would
be denied for ninety additional years until the ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. Freedom’s Delay: America’s Struggle for Emancipation, 1776–1865 probes the slow, painful,
yet ultimately successful crusade to end slavery throughout the nation, North and South.

This work fills an important gap in the literature of slavery’s demise. Unlike other authors who focus largely
on specific time periods or regional areas, Allen Carden presents a thematically structured national synthesis
of emancipation. Freedom’s Delay offers a comprehensive and unique overview of the process of
manumission commencing in 1776 when slavery was a national institution, not just the southern experience
known historically by most Americans. In this volume, the entire country is examined, and major
emancipatory efforts—political, literary, legal, moral, and social—made by black and white, free and
enslaved individuals are documented over the years from independence through the ratification of the
Thirteenth Amendment.

Freedom’s Delay dispels many of the myths about slavery and abolition, including that racial servitude was
of little consequence in the North, and, where it did exist, it ended quickly and easily; that abolition was a
white man’s cause and blacks were passive recipients of liberty; that the South seceded primarily to protect
states’ rights, not slavery; and that the North fought the Civil War primarily to end the subjugation of African
Americans. By putting these misunderstandings aside, this book reveals what actually transpired in the fight
for human rights during this critical era. Carden’s inclusion of a cogent preface and epilogue assures that
Freedom’s Delay will find a significant place in the literature of American slavery and freedom.

With a compelling preface and epilogue, notes, illustrations and tables, and a detailed bibliography, this
volume will be of great value not only in courses on American history and African American history but also
to the general reading public.

Allen Carden is professor of history at Fresno Pacific University in Fresno, California. He is the author of
Puritan Christianity in America: Religion and Life in Seventeenth-Century Massachusetts.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Burton:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Freedom’s Delay: America’s Struggle for Emancipation,
1776–1865. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important some sort of book Freedom’s Delay: America’s Struggle for Emancipation, 1776–1865. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

James Johnson:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Freedom’s Delay: America’s Struggle for
Emancipation, 1776–1865 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable
book with you?

Tracy Rojas:

The book Freedom’s Delay: America’s Struggle for Emancipation, 1776–1865 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book
Freedom’s Delay: America’s Struggle for Emancipation, 1776–1865? Several of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Freedom’s Delay: America’s Struggle for Emancipation,
1776–1865 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Bonnie Parker:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Freedom’s Delay: America’s Struggle for
Emancipation, 1776–1865 can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have
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