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A significant political figure in twentieth-century Russia, Alexander Yakovlev was the intellectual force
behind the processes of perestroika (reconstruction) and glasnost (openness) that liberated the Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe from Communist rule between 1989 and 1991. Yet, until now, not a single full-scale
biography has been devoted to him. In his study of the unsung hero, Richard Pipes seeks to rectify this
lacuna and give Yakovlev his historical due.

Yakovlev’s life provides a unique instance of a leading figure in the Soviet government who evolved from a
dedicated Communist and Stalinist into an equally ardent foe of everything the Leninist-Stalinist regime
stood for. He quit government service in 1991 and lived until 2005, becoming toward the end of his life a
classical western liberal who shared none of the traditional Russian values.

Pipes’s illuminating study consists of two parts: a biography of Yakovlev and Pipes’s translation of two
important articles by Yakovlev. It will appeal to specialists and students of Soviet and post-Soviet studies,
government officials involved with foreign policy, and general readers interested in the history of Russia and
the Soviet Union.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Sena:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Alexander Yakovlev: The Man Whose Ideas Delivered Russia from Communism, it is possible to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
guide.

John Dinwiddie:

The reserve untitled Alexander Yakovlev: The Man Whose Ideas Delivered Russia from Communism is the
guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Alexander Yakovlev: The Man Whose Ideas Delivered
Russia from Communism from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Tiffaney Serna:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Alexander Yakovlev: The Man Whose Ideas Delivered Russia from Communism offer you a new experience
in reading a book.

Daniel Bailey:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Alexander Yakovlev: The Man Whose Ideas Delivered Russia from Communism when you essential it?
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