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Depression is an experience known to millions. But arguments rage on aspects of its definition and its impact
on societies present and past: do drugs work, or are they merely placebos? Is the depression we have today
merely a construct of the pharmaceutical industry? Is depression under- or over-diagnosed? Should we be
paying for expensive 'talking cure' treatments like psychoanalysis or Cognitive Behavioural Therapy?

Here, Clark Lawlor argues that understanding the history of depression is important to understanding its
present conflicted status and definition. While it is true that our modern understanding of the word
'depression' was formed in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the condition was originally
known as melancholia, and characterised by core symptoms of chronic causeless sadness and fear. Beginning
in the Classical period, and moving on to the present, Lawlor shows both
continuities and discontinuities in the understanding of what we now call depression, and in the way it has
been represented in literature and art. Different cultures defined and constructed melancholy and depression
in ways sometimes so different as to be almost unrecognisable.

Even the present is still a dynamic history, in the sense that the 'new' form of depression, defined in the
1980s and treated by drugs like Prozac, is under attack by many theories that reject the biomedical model and
demand a more humanistic idea of depression - one that perhaps returns us to a form of melancholy.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Labelle:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that From Melancholia to Prozac:
A history of depression book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Bettie Hentges:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
From Melancholia to Prozac: A history of depression.

Shalon Fisk:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book From Melancholia to Prozac: A history of depression it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has
high quality.

Richard Oneal:

The book untitled From Melancholia to Prozac: A history of depression contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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