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In this sweeping, enthralling biography, acclaimed historian David Hackett Fischer brings to life the
remarkable Samuel de Champlain—soldier, spy, master mariner, explorer, cartographer, artist, and Father of
New France.

Born on France's Atlantic coast, Champlain grew to manhood in a country riven by religious warfare. The
historical record is unclear on whether Champlain was baptized Protestant or Catholic, but he fought in
France's religious wars for the man who would become Henri IV, one of France's greatest kings, and like
Henri, he was religiously tolerant in an age of murderous sectarianism. Champlain was also a brilliant
navigator. He went to sea as a boy and over time acquired the skills that allowed him to make twenty-seven
Atlantic crossings without losing a ship.

But we remember Champlain mainly as a great explorer. On foot and by ship and canoe, he traveled through
what are now six Canadian provinces and five American states. Over more than thirty years he founded,
colonized, and administered French settlements in North America. Sailing frequently between France and
Canada, he maneuvered through court intrigue in Paris and negotiated among more than a dozen Indian
nations in North America to establish New France. Champlain had early support from Henri IV and later
Louis XIII, but the Queen Regent Marie de Medici and Cardinal Richelieu opposed his efforts. Despite much
resistance and many defeats, Champlain, by his astonishing dedication and stamina, finally established
France's New World colony. He tried constantly to maintain peace among Indian nations that were
sometimes at war with one another, but when he had to, he took up arms and forcefully imposed a new
balance of power, proving himself a formidable strategist and warrior.

Throughout his three decades in North America, Champlain remained committed to a remarkable vision, a
Grand Design for France's colony. He encouraged intermarriage among the French colonists and the natives,
and he insisted on tolerance for Protestants. He was a visionary leader, especially when compared to his
English and Spanish contemporaries—a man who dreamed of humanity and peace in a world of cruelty and
violence.

This superb biography, the first in decades, is as dramatic and exciting as the life it portrays. Deeply
researched, it is illustrated throughout with many contemporary images and maps, including several drawn
by Champlain himself.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Sea:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Champlain's Dream
to read.

Bruce Parisien:

This Champlain's Dream tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Champlain's Dream can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Champlain's Dream giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

James Smith:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Champlain's Dream, you are able to
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Irene Navarro:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Champlain's Dream can give you a lot of friends
because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? We should have Champlain's Dream.
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