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Pivotal moments in U.S. history are indelibly marked by the sermons of the nation's greatest orators.
America's Puritan founder John Winthrop preached about "a city upon a hill", a phrase echoed more than
three centuries later by President Ronald Reagan in his farewell address to the nation; Abraham Lincoln's
two greatest speeches have been called "sermons on the mount"; and Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a
Dream" oration influenced a generation and changed history. From colonial times to the present, the sermon
has motivated Americans to fight wars as well as fight for peace. Mighty speeches have called for the
abolition of slavery and for the prohibition of alcohol. They have stirred conscientious objectors and
demonstrators for the rights of the unborn. Sermons have provoked the mob mentality of witch hunts and
blacklists, but they have also stirred activists in the women's and civil rights movements. The sermon has
defined America at every step of its history, inspiring great acts of courage and comforting us in times of
terror. A City Upon a Hill tells the story of these powerful words and how they shaped the destiny of a
nation.

A City Upon a Hill includes the story of Robert Hunt, the first preacher to brave the dangerous sea voyage to
Jamestown; Jonathan Mayhew's "most seditious sermon ever delivered," which incited Boston's Stamp Act
riots in 1765; early calls for abolition and "Captain-Preacher Nat" Turner's bloody slave revolt of 1831;
Henry Ward Beecher's sermon at Fort Sumter on the day of Lincoln's assassination; tent
revivalist/prohibitionist Billy Sunday's "booze sermon"; the challenging words of Martin Luther King Jr.,
which inspired the civil rights movement; Billy Graham's moving speeches as "America's pastor" and
spiritual advisor to multiple U.S. presidents; and Jerry Falwell's legacy of changing the way America does
politics.

A City Upon a Hill provides a history of the United States as seen through the lens of the preached
words—Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish—that inspired independence, constitutional amendments, and mili-
tary victories, and also stirred our worst prejudices, selfish materialism, and stubborn divisiveness—all in the
name of God.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Tucker:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled A City Upon a Hill?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Richard Vazquez:

Typically the book A City Upon a Hill has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

James Rogers:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A City Upon a Hill, you may enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Clyde Connell:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A City Upon a Hill which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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