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Melody Maxwell’s The Woman I Am analyzes the traditional, progressive, and potential roles female
Southern Baptist writers and editors portrayed for Southern Baptist women from 1906 to 2006, particularly
in the area of missions.

The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) represents the largest Protestant denomination in the United States,
yet Southern Baptist women’s voices have been underreported in studies of American religion and culture. In
The Woman I Am, Melody Maxwell explores how female Southern Baptist writers and editors in the
twentieth century depicted changing roles for women and responded to the tensions that arose as Southern
Baptist women assumed leadership positions, especially in the areas of missions and denominational support.

Given access to a century of primary sources and archival documents, Maxwell writes, as did many of her
subjects, in a style that deftly combines the dispassionate eye of an observer with the multidimensional grasp
of a participant. She examines magazines published by Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU), an auxiliary to
the SBC: Our Mission Fields (1906–1914), Royal Service (1914–1995), Contempo (1970–1995), and
Missions Mosaic (1995–2006). In them, she traces how WMU writers and editors perceived, constructed,
and expanded the lives of southern women.

Showing ingenuity and resiliency, these writers and editors continually, though not always consciously,
reshaped their ideal of Christian womanhood to better fit the new paths open to women in American culture
and Southern Baptist life. Maxwell’s work demonstrates that Southern Baptists have transformed their views
on biblically sanctioned roles for women over a relatively short historical period.

How Southern Baptist women perceive women’s roles in their churches, homes, and the wider world is of
central importance to readers interested in religion, society, and gender in the United States. The Woman I
Am is a tour de force that makes a lasting contribution to the world’s understanding of Southern Baptists and
to their understanding of themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Arent:

Beside that The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American
Culture) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist
Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along
with read it from right now!

Jose Rosales:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's
Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture) can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating
this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have
The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture).

Barbara Baker:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings,
1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture) can make you feel more interested to read.

Mary Banks:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist
Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture) to make your current reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It



is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Woman I
Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture) can to be your brand
new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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