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David Healy follows his widely praised study, The Antidepressant Era, with an even more ambitious and
dramatic story: the discovery and development of antipsychotic medication. Healy argues that the discovery
of chlorpromazine (more generally known as Thorazine) is as significant in the history of medicine as the
discovery of penicillin, reminding readers of the worldwide prevalence of insanity within living memory.

But Healy tells not of the triumph of science but of a stream of fruitful accidents, of technological discovery
leading neuroscientific research, of fierce professional competition and the backlash of the antipsychiatry
movement of the 1960s. A chemical treatment was developed for one purpose, and as long as some
theoretical rationale could be found, doctors administered it to the insane patients in their care to see if it
would help. Sometimes it did, dramatically. Why these treatments worked, Healy argues provocatively, was,
and often still is, a mystery. Nonetheless, such discoveries made and unmade academic reputations and
inspired intense politicking for the Nobel Prize.

Once pharmaceutical companies recognized the commercial potential of antipsychotic medications, financial
as well as clinical pressures drove the development of ever more aggressively marketed medications. With
verve and immense learning, Healy tells a story with surprising implications in a book that will become the
leading scholarly work on its compelling subject.
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From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Creation of
Psychopharmacology is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Renee Chagnon:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Creation of Psychopharmacology, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

John Sherman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Creation of Psychopharmacology can be good book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

John Martindale:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely The Creation of Psychopharmacology.
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