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“We forget, living in this era of heavily patented research and closely guarded results, how wonderfully
exciting the scientific world used to be. In Stealing God’s Thunder, the story of Benjamin Franklin’s
invention of the lightening rod and the resulting consequences, that sense of wonder and excitement and even
fear comes beautifully to life. Philip Dray does a remarkable job of illuminating the ever-fascinating Franklin
and, more than that, the way that he, and his invention, helped create the new scientific world.”
–Deborah Blum, author of Love at Goon Park: Harry Harlow and the Science of Affection

Stealing God’s Thunder is a concise, richly detailed biography of Benjamin Franklin viewed through the
lens of his scientific inquiry and its ramifications for American democracy. Today we think of Benjamin
Franklin as a founder of American independence who also dabbled in science. But in Franklin’s day it was
otherwise. Long before he was an eminent statesman, he was famous for his revolutionary scientific work,
especially his experiments with lightning and electricity.

Pulitzer Prize finalist Philip Dray uses the evolution of Franklin’s scientific curiosity and empirical thinking
as a metaphor for America’s struggle to establish its fundamental values. Set against the backdrop of the
Enlightenment and America’s pursuit of political equality for all, Stealing God’s Thunder recounts how
Franklin unlocked one of the greatest natural mysteries of his day, the seemingly unknowable powers of
electricity and lightning. Rich in historic detail and based on numerous primary sources, Stealing God’s
Thunder is a fascinating original look at one of our most beloved and complex founding fathers.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Jackson:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Stealing God's Thunder: Benjamin Franklin's Lightning Rod and the Invention
of America book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer associated with Stealing God's Thunder: Benjamin Franklin's Lightning Rod and the
Invention of America content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking
Stealing God's Thunder: Benjamin Franklin's Lightning Rod and the Invention of America is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Susan Spiegel:

This Stealing God's Thunder: Benjamin Franklin's Lightning Rod and the Invention of America are usually
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Stealing God's
Thunder: Benjamin Franklin's Lightning Rod and the Invention of America can be one of the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Stealing God's
Thunder: Benjamin Franklin's Lightning Rod and the Invention of America giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Janice Arias:

Stealing God's Thunder: Benjamin Franklin's Lightning Rod and the Invention of America can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Stealing God's Thunder: Benjamin Franklin's Lightning Rod and the Invention of
America although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial
pondering.

Joel Wall:

This Stealing God's Thunder: Benjamin Franklin's Lightning Rod and the Invention of America is great
reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or



we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in
it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Stealing God's Thunder: Benjamin Franklin's Lightning Rod and the Invention
of America in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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