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From William Dalrymple—award-winning historian, journalist and travel writer—a masterly retelling of
what was perhaps the West’s greatest imperial disaster in the East, and an important parable of neocolonial
ambition, folly and hubris that has striking relevance to our own time.

With access to newly discovered primary sources from archives in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia and
India—including a series of previously untranslated Afghan epic poems and biographies—the author gives
us the most immediate and comprehensive account yet of the spectacular first battle for Afghanistan: the
British invasion of the remote kingdom in 1839. Led by lancers in scarlet cloaks and plumed helmets, and
facing little resistance, nearly 20,000 British and East India Company troops poured through the mountain
passes from India into Afghanistan in order to reestablish Shah Shuja ul-Mulk on the throne, and as their
puppet. But after little more than two years, the Afghans rose in answer to the call for jihad and the country
exploded into rebellion. This First Anglo-Afghan War ended with an entire army of what was then the most
powerful military nation in the world ambushed and destroyed in snowbound mountain passes by simply
equipped Afghan tribesmen. Only one British man made it through.

But Dalrymple takes us beyond the bare outline of this infamous battle, and with penetrating, balanced
insight illuminates the uncanny similarities between the West’s first disastrous entanglement with
Afghanistan and the situation today. He delineates the straightforward facts: Shah Shuja and President
Hamid Karzai share the same tribal heritage; the Shah’s principal opponents were the Ghilzai tribe, who
today make up the bulk of the Taliban’s foot soldiers; the same cities garrisoned by the British are today
garrisoned by foreign troops, attacked from the same rings of hills and high passes from which the British
faced attack. Dalryrmple also makes clear the byzantine complexity of Afghanistan’s age-old tribal rivalries,
the stranglehold they have on the politics of the nation and the ways in which they ensnared both the British
in the nineteenth century and NATO forces in the twenty-first.

Informed by the author’s decades-long firsthand knowledge of Afghanistan, and superbly shaped by his
hallmark gifts as a narrative historian and his singular eye for the evocation of place and culture, The Return
of a King is both the definitive analysis of the First Anglo-Afghan War and a work of stunning topicality.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Blue:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan,
1839-42 will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Jason Savage:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 will give you new experience in
examining a book.

Laurence Terry:

You can obtain this Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Jill Lee:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan,
1839-42 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Return of a King: The
Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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