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Does rationality, the intellectual bedrock of all science, apply to the study of religion?
Religion, arguably the most subjective area of human behaviour, has particular challenges associated with its
study. Attracting crowd-healers, conjurers, the pious and the prophetic alongside comparativists and sceptics,
it excites opinions and generalizations whilst seldom explicitly staking out the territory for the discussions in
which it partakes. Increasingly, scholars argue that religious study needs to define and critique its own field,
and to distinguish itself from theology and other non-objective disciplines. Yet how can rational techniques
be applied to beliefs and states of mind regarded by some as beyond the scope of human reason? Can these
be made empirically testable, or comparable and replicable within academic communities? Can science
explicate religion without reducing it to mere superstition, or redefine its truth in some empirical but
meaningful way?
Featuring contributions from leading international experts including Donald Wiebe, Roger Trigg and
Michael Pye, Rationality and the Study of Religion gets under the surface of the religious studies discipline
to expose the ideologies beneath. Reopening debate in a neglected yet philosophically significant field, it
questions the role of rationality in religious anthropology, natural history and anti-scientific theologies, with
implications not only for supposedly objective disciplines but for our deepest attitudes to personal
experience.
'Interesting and important. Religion has long been associated with irrationality, both by its defenders and its
critics, and the topic of rationality has been unjustly neglected The book certainly deserves to be widely
circulated.'
Greg Alles, Western Maryland College
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From reader reviews:

Diana Brunswick:

The experience that you get from Rationality and the Study of Religion is a more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but Rationality and the Study of Religion giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Rationality and the Study of Religion
instantly.

Edward Yung:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Rationality and the Study of Religion as the daily
resource information.

Bonnie Vassallo:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Rationality and the Study of Religion
can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Kimberly Martin:

You can get this Rationality and the Study of Religion by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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