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Is there anything new to say about Thomas Jefferson and slavery? The answer is a resounding yes. Master of
the Mountain, Henry Wiencek's eloquent, persuasive book—based on new information coming from
archaeological work at Monticello and on hitherto overlooked or disregarded evidence in Jefferson's
papers—opens up a huge, poorly understood dimension of Jefferson's world. We must, Wiencek suggests,
follow the money.

So far, historians have offered only easy irony or paradox to explain this extraordinary Founding Father who
was an emancipationist in his youth and then recoiled from his own inspiring rhetoric and equivocated about
slavery; who enjoyed his renown as a revolutionary leader yet kept some of his own children as slaves. But
Wiencek's Jefferson is a man of business and public affairs who makes a success of his debt-ridden
plantation thanks to what he calls the "silent profits" gained from his slaves—and thanks to a skewed moral
universe that he and thousands of others readily inhabited. We see Jefferson taking out a slave-equity line of
credit with a Dutch bank to finance the building of Monticello and deftly creating smoke screens when
visitors are dismayed by his apparent endorsement of a system they thought he'd vowed to overturn. It is not
a pretty story. Slave boys are whipped to make them work in the nail factory at Monticello that pays
Jefferson's grocery bills. Parents are divided from children—in his ledgers they are recast as money—while
he composes theories that obscure the dynamics of what some of his friends call "a vile commerce."

Many people of Jefferson's time saw a catastrophe coming and tried to stop it, but not Jefferson. The pursuit
of happiness had been badly distorted, and an oligarchy was getting very rich. Is this the quintessential
American story?
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From reader reviews:

David Marx:

The book Master of the Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and His Slaves gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Master of
the Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and His Slaves to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like wide open and read a publication Master of the Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and His
Slaves. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Helen Arnold:

This Master of the Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and His Slaves book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Master of the Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and His Slaves without we understand
teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Master of the
Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and His Slaves can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Master of the
Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and His Slaves having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Keven Peterson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Master of the Mountain: Thomas
Jefferson and His Slaves, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

James Johnson:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Master of the Mountain:
Thomas Jefferson and His Slaves can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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