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Iceland, Greenland, Northern Norway, and the Faroe Islands lie on the edges of Western Europe, in an area
long portrayed by travelers as remote and exotic - its nature harsh, its people reclusive. Since the middle of
the 18th century, however, this marginalized region has gradually become part of modern Europe, a
transformation that is narrated in Karen Oslund's Iceland Imagined.

This cultural and environmental history sweeps across the dramatic North Atlantic landscape, exploring its
unusual geography, saga narratives, language, culture, and politics, and analyzing its emergence as a
distinctive and symbolic part of Europe. The earliest visions of a wild frontier, filled with dangerous and
unpredictable inhabitants, eventually gave way to images of beautiful, well-managed lands, inhabited by
simple but virtuous people living close to nature. This transformation was accomplished by state-sponsored
natural histories of Iceland which explained that the monsters described in medieval and Renaissance travel
accounts did not really exist, and by artists who painted the Icelandic landscapes to reflect their fertile and
regulated qualities. Literary scholars and linguists who came to Iceland and Greenland in the 19th century
related the stories and the languages of the "wild North" to those of their home countries.

Karen Oslund is assistant professor of world history at Towson University in Maryland.

The book is published by University of Washington Press.

"The great contribution of Iceland Imagined is to help us understand the mental geographies that over the
past quarter millennium have come to define the North Atlantic - and that teach us more than we might think
about the rest of the world." (from the Foreword by William Cronon)
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Iceland Imagined: Nature, Culture, and Storytelling in the North Atlantic:
A Weyerhaeuser Environmental Book book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Iceland Imagined: Nature, Culture, and
Storytelling in the North Atlantic: A Weyerhaeuser Environmental Book content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Iceland Imagined: Nature, Culture, and Storytelling in the
North Atlantic: A Weyerhaeuser Environmental Book is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jasmine Myers:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely Iceland Imagined: Nature, Culture, and Storytelling in the North Atlantic: A Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Book.

Shane McKeel:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Iceland Imagined: Nature, Culture, and
Storytelling in the North Atlantic: A Weyerhaeuser Environmental Book, you may enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Valerie Herrera:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Iceland Imagined: Nature, Culture,
and Storytelling in the North Atlantic: A Weyerhaeuser Environmental Book publication written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still question Iceland Imagined: Nature, Culture, and Storytelling in the North
Atlantic: A Weyerhaeuser Environmental Book as good book not just by the cover but also with the content.



This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.
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