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Michele Reid-Vazquez reveals the untold story of the strategies of negotiation used by free blacks in the
aftermath of the “Year of the Lash”—a wave of repression in Cuba that had great implications for the
Atlantic World in the next two decades.

At dawn on June 29, 1844, a firing squad in Havana executed ten accused ringleaders of the Conspiracy of
La Escalera, an alleged plot to abolish slavery and colonial rule in Cuba. The condemned men represented
prominent members of Cuba’s free community of African descent, including the acclaimed poet Plácido
(Gabriel de la Concepción Valdés). In an effort to foster a white majority and curtail black rebellion, Spanish
colonial authorities also banished, imprisoned, and exiled hundreds of free blacks, dismantled the militia of
color, and accelerated white immigration projects.

Scholars have debated the existence of the Conspiracy of La Escalera for over a century, yet little is known
about how those targeted by the violence responded. Drawing on archival material from Cuba, Mexico,
Spain, and the United States, Reid-Vazquez provides a critical window into understanding how free people
of color challenged colonial policies of terror and pursued justice on their own terms using formal and
extralegal methods. Whether rooted in Cuba or cast into the Atlantic World, free men and women of African
descent stretched and broke colonial expectations of their codes of conduct locally and in exile. Their actions
underscored how black agency, albeit fragmented, worked to destabilize repression’s impact.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Year of the Lash: Free People of Color in Cuba and the Nineteenth-
Century Atlantic World (Early American Places).

Ebony Lower:

The book The Year of the Lash: Free People of Color in Cuba and the Nineteenth-Century Atlantic World
(Early American Places) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must
we leave the best thing like a book The Year of the Lash: Free People of Color in Cuba and the Nineteenth-
Century Atlantic World (Early American Places)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book The Year of the Lash: Free People of Color in Cuba and the Nineteenth-Century Atlantic
World (Early American Places) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mildred Perkins:

The publication with title The Year of the Lash: Free People of Color in Cuba and the Nineteenth-Century
Atlantic World (Early American Places) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Mario Curtin:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Year of the Lash: Free People of
Color in Cuba and the Nineteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Places) or maybe others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to
put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Year of the Lash:



Free People of Color in Cuba and the Nineteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Places) to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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