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From an acclaimed historian and social critic, a passionate and poignant history of German Jews from
the mid-eighteenth century to the eve of the Third Reich

As it's usually told, the story of the German Jews starts at the end, with their tragic demise in Hitler's Third
Reich. Now, in this important work of historical restoration, Amos Elon takes us back to the beginning,
chronicling a period of achievement and integration that at its peak produced a golden age second only to the
Renaissance.

Writing with a novelist's eye, Elon shows how a persecuted clan of cattle dealers and wandering peddlers
was transformed into a stunningly successful community of writers, philosophers, scientists, tycoons, and
activists. He peoples his account with dramatic figures: Moses Mendelssohn, who entered Berlin in 1743
through the gate reserved for Jews and cattle, and went on to become "the German Socrates"; Heinrich
Heine, beloved lyric poet who famously referred to baptism as the admission ticket to European culture;
Hannah Arendt, whose flight from Berlin signaled the end of the German-Jewish idyll. Elon traces how this
minority-never more than one percent of the population-came to be perceived as a deadly threat to national
integrity, and he movingly demonstrates that this devastating outcome was uncertain almost until the end.

A collective biography, full of depth and compassion, The Pity of It All summons up a splendid world and a
dream of integration and tolerance that, despite all, remains the essential ennobling project of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

James Lightle:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for people. The book The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-
Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933 was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish
Epoch, 1743-1933 is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
together with the book The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933. You never
truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Laura Bradberry:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure
than other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Pity of
It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933 book as beginning and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Linda Justice:

The ability that you get from The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933 could be
the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the
German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this particular The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933
instantly.

Christopher Scoville:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933 your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch,



1743-1933 giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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