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Few historical events lend themselves to such a sharp delineation between right and wrong as does the civil
rights struggle. Consequently, many historical accounts of white resistance to civil rights legislation
emphasize the ferocity of the opposition, from the Ole Miss riots to the depredations of Eugene "Bull"
Conner's Birmingham police force to George Wallace's stand on the schoolhouse steps. While such hostile
episodes frequently occurred in the Jim Crow South, civil rights adversaries also employed other, less
confrontational but remarkably successful, tactics to deny equal rights to black Americans.

In Delaying the Dream, Keith M. Finley explores gradations in the opposition by examining how the region's
principal national spokesmen—its United States senators—addressed themselves to the civil rights question
and developed a concerted plan of action to thwart legislation: the use of strategic delay.

Prior to World War II, Finley explains, southern senators recognized the fall of segregation as inevitable and
consciously changed their tactics to delay, rather than prevent, defeat, enabling them to frustrate civil rights
advances for decades. As public support for civil rights grew, southern senators transformed their arguments
to limit the use of overt racism and appeal to northerners. They granted minor concessions on bills only
tangentially related to civil rights while emasculating those with more substantive provisions. They garnered
support by nationalizing their defense of sectional interests and linked their defense of segregation with
constitutional principles to curry favor with non-southern politicians. While the senators achieved success at
the federal level, Finley shows, they failed to challenge local racial agitators in the South, allowing
extremism to flourish. The escalation of white assaults on peaceful protesters in the 1950s and 1960s finally
prompted northerners to question southern claims of tranquility under Jim Crow. When they did, segregation
came under direct attack, and the principles that had informed strategic delay became obsolete.

Finley's analysis goes beyond traditional images of the quest for racial equality--the heroic struggle, the
southern extremism, the filibusters--to reveal another side to the conflict. By focusing on strategic delay and
the senators' foresight in recognizing the need for this tactic, Delaying the Dream adds a fresh perspective to
the canon on the civil rights era in modern American history.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Delaying the
Dream: Southern Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965 (Making the Modern South) to
read.

Allison Carson:

This Delaying the Dream: Southern Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965 (Making the
Modern South) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Delaying the
Dream: Southern Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965 (Making the Modern South)
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
become worry Delaying the Dream: Southern Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965
(Making the Modern South) can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Delaying the Dream: Southern
Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965 (Making the Modern South) having excellent
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Wilma Baca:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Delaying the Dream: Southern Senators and
the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965 (Making the Modern South) book because book offers you rich
facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Nona Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very



important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Delaying the Dream: Southern
Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965 (Making the Modern South).
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