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Located at Fort Benning in Columbus, Georgia, the School of the Americas (soa) isaU.S. Army center that
has trained more than sixty thousand soldiers and police, mostly from Latin America, in counterinsurgency
and combat-related skills since it was founded in 1946. So widely documented is the participation of the
School’ s graduates in torture, murder, and political repression throughout Latin Americathat in 2001 the
School officially changed its name to the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation. Lesley Gill
goes behind the fagcade and presents a comprehensive portrait of the School of the Americas. Taking to a
retired Colombian general accused by international human rights organizations of terrible crimes, sitting in
on classes, accompanying soa students and their families to an upscale local mall, listening to cocafarmersin
Colombia and Bolivia, conversing with anti-soa activists in the cramped office of the School of the Americas
Watch—Gill exposes the School’ s institutionalization of state-sponsored violence, the havoc it has wrought
in Latin America, and the strategies used by activists seeking to curtail it.

Based on her unprecedented level of access to the School of the Americas, Gill describes the School’ s
mission and training methods and reveals how its students, alumni, and officers perceive themselvesin
relation to the dirty wars that have raged across Latin America. Assessing the School’srolein U.S. empire-
building, she shows how Latin America’s brightest and most ambitious military officers are indoctrinated
into a stark good-versus-evil worldview, seduced by consumer society and the “ American dream,” and
enlisted as proxies in Washington’s war against drugs and “subversion.”
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From reader reviews:
Helen Kingsbury:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The School of the
Americas. Military Training and Political Violence in the Americas (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Ronnie Johnson:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your freetime/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The School of the Americas: Military Training and Political
Violence in the Americas (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can be great book to read. May beitis
usually best activity to you.

Dawn Bliss:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity hereislook different you
can read a new book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading aguide. The book The School of the Americas: Military Training and Political Violence
in the Americas (American Encounters/Global Interactions) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of
individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore easily to read this
book from the smart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book features high quality.

Veda Howard:

This The School of the Americas: Military Training and Political Violence in the Americas (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The School of
the Americas. Military Training and Political Violence in the Americas (American Encounters/Global



Interactions) can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book isthe
answer. So thereisn't any in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should
be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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