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Mother and infant negotiate over food; two high-status males jockey for power; female kin band together to
get their way. It happens among humans and it happens among our closest living relatives in the animal
kingdom, the great apes of Africa. In this eye-opening book, we see precisely how such events unfold in
chimpanzees, bonobos, and gorillas: through a spontaneous, mutually choreographed dance of actions,
gestures, and vocalizations in which social partners create meaning and come to understand each other.

Using dynamic systems theory, an approach employed to study human communication, Barbara King is able
to demonstrate the genuine complexity of apes' social communication, and the extent to which their
interactions generate meaning. As King describes, apes create meaning primarily through their body
movements--and go well beyond conveying messages about food, mating, or predators. Readers come to
know the captive apes she has observed, and others across Africa as well, and to understand "the process of
creating social meaning."

This new perspective not only acquaints us with our closest living relatives, but informs us about a possible
pathway for the evolution of language in our own species. King's theory challenges the popular idea that
human language is instinctive, with rules and abilities hardwired into our brains. Rather, The Dynamic Dance
suggests, language has its roots in the gestural "building up of meaning" that was present in the ancestor we
shared with the great apes, and that we continue to practice to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Barba:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Dynamic Dance book as this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you probably know this.

Linda Cunningham:

This The Dynamic Dance are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason of this The Dynamic Dance can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this The Dynamic Dance giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Tammie Turman:

Beside this The Dynamic Dance in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Dynamic
Dance because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!

Elbert Lupton:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That The Dynamic Dance can give you a lot of close
friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Dynamic Dance.
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