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In Queer in Russia Laurie Essig examines the formation of gay identity and community in the former Soviet
Union. As a sociological fieldworker, she began her research during the late 1980s, before any kind of a
public queer identity existed in that country. After a decade of conducting interviews, as well as observing
and analyzing plays, books, pop music, and graffiti, Essig presents the first sustained study of how and why
there was no Soviet gay community or even gay identity before perestroika and the degree to which this
situation has—or has not—changed.
While male homosexual acts were criminalized in Russia before 1993, women attracted to women were
policed by the medical community, who saw them less as criminals than as diseased persons potentially
cured by drug therapy or transsexual surgery. After describing accounts of pre-perestroika persecution, Essig
examines the more recent state of sexual identities in Russia. Although the fall of communism brought new
freedom to Russian queers, there are still no signs of a mass movement forming around the issue, and few
identify themselves as lesbians or gay men, even when they are involved in same-sex relations. Essig does
reveal, however, vibrant manifestations of gay life found at the local level—in restaurants, discos, clubs, and
cruising strips, in newspapers, journals, literature, and the theater. Concluding with a powerful exploration of
the surprising affinities between some of Russia’s most prominent nationalists and its queers, Queer in
Russia fills a gap in both Russian and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Queer in
Russia: A Story of Sex, Self, and the Other, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Christopher Jaeger:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Queer in Russia: A Story of Sex, Self, and the Other your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to.
The Queer in Russia: A Story of Sex, Self, and the Other giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Bonnie Vassallo:

This Queer in Russia: A Story of Sex, Self, and the Other is great guide for you because the content that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So
if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Queer in Russia: A
Story of Sex, Self, and the Other in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

David Murray:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Queer in Russia: A
Story of Sex, Self, and the Other which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
see.
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