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Heroines and History is a comparative study of the images of Laura Secord and Madeleine de Verchères,
symbols respectively of the nationalism of English-Canadian and French-Canadian loyalism and national
identity. The authors explore the relations of gender, race/ethnicity, and imperialism in defining national
identity and shaping the past by looking at such things as the role of local historical societies, the formation
of narratives of Loyalism and the War of 1812 in school texts, the use of historical figures in the services of
twentieth-century consumer capitalism (e.g. the Secord chocolate company), and the development of
tourism.

This is a fascinating comparison of the histories of Ontario and Quebec as seen through the handling of their
best-known heroines. The story of Laura Secord and her cow bravely crossing the American lines to warn
the British during the War of 1812 is well known in Ontario; most of us also grew up with the legend of
Madeleine de Verchères defending Montreal against the Iroquois in 1692. Although both tales are dubious,
the authors show how the images of these heroines were used for nationalistic purposes in both provinces,
and how their images changed down through the ages.

Heroines and History is a unique work, one which makes a significant contribution to the growing body of
literature on commemoration, as well as to the literatures of gender, cultural, and aboriginal studies. It is
accessible both to an audience of specialist academic readers and to a wider readership of those interested in
Canadian history and society.

Winner of the Prix Lionel-Groulx -- Fondation Yves-Saint-Germain 2003, awarded by l'Institute d'histoire de
l'Amérique franâaise
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From reader reviews:

Tom Copper:

This Heroines and History: Representations of Madeleine de Verchères and Laura Secord book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Heroines and History: Representations of
Madeleine de Verchères and Laura Secord without we understand teach the one who reading through it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Heroines and History: Representations of
Madeleine de Verchères and Laura Secord can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Heroines and History: Representations of Madeleine de Verchères and Laura Secord having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Thomas West:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Heroines and History: Representations of
Madeleine de Verchères and Laura Secord is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Katherine Wilcoxon:

This Heroines and History: Representations of Madeleine de Verchères and Laura Secord is fresh way for
you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount
of digest in reading this Heroines and History: Representations of Madeleine de Verchères and Laura Secord
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with
knowledge.

Donnie Matthews:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Heroines and History: Representations of Madeleine de



Verchères and Laura Secord was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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