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In this classic study of the relationship between technology and culture, Miles Orvell demonstrates that the
roots of contemporary popular culture reach back to the Victorian era, when mechanical replications of
familiar objects reigned supreme and realism dominated artistic representation. Reacting against this genteel
culture of imitation, a number of artists and intellectuals at the turn of the century were inspired by the
machine to create more authentic works of art that were themselves "real things." The resulting tension
between a culture of imitation and a culture of authenticity, argues Orvell, has become a defining category in
our culture.

The twenty-fifth anniversary edition includes a new preface by the author, looking back on the late twentieth
century and assessing tensions between imitation and authenticity in the context of our digital age.
Considering material culture, photography, and literature, the book touches on influential figures such as
writers Walt Whitman, Henry James, John Dos Passos, and James Agee; photographers Alfred Stieglitz,
Walker Evans, and Margaret Bourke-White; and architect-designers Gustav Stickley and Frank Lloyd
Wright.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Frederick:

The book The Real Thing: Imitation and Authenticity in American Culture, 1880-1940 make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book
The Real Thing: Imitation and Authenticity in American Culture, 1880-1940 to get your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Real Thing: Imitation and Authenticity in
American Culture, 1880-1940. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ramona Wrenn:

The reserve with title The Real Thing: Imitation and Authenticity in American Culture, 1880-1940 posesses
a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Ruth Coleman:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to your account is The Real Thing: Imitation and Authenticity in American Culture,
1880-1940 this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Sandra Easley:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Real Thing: Imitation and Authenticity in American
Culture, 1880-1940 can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have
matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Real
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