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In The Merchant of Venice, the path to marriage is hazardous. To win Portia, Bassanio must pass a test
prescribed by her father’s will, choosing correctly among three caskets or chests. If he fails, he may never
marry at all.

Bassanio and Portia also face a magnificent villain, the moneylender Shylock. In creating Shylock,
Shakespeare seems to have shared in a widespread prejudice against Jews. Shylock would have been
regarded as a villain because he was a Jew. Yet he gives such powerful expression to his alienation due to the
hatred around him that, in many productions, he emerges as the hero.

Portia is most remembered for her disguise as a lawyer, Balthazar, especially the speech in which she urges
Shylock to show mercy that “droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven.”

The authoritative edition of The Merchant of Venice from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and
widely used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-The exact text of the printed book for easy cross-reference
-Hundreds of hypertext links for instant navigation
-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play
-Newly revised explanatory notes conveniently linked to the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries
-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases
-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language
-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books
-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Alexander Leggatt

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Howell:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library).

Alex Miller:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library)
why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Jack Caldwell:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve
that need more time to be study. The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library) can be your answer
given it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Gerald Velasco:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The Merchant of Venice
(Folger Shakespeare Library).
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